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Press Release
Biodiversity science secures our future,” says Dr. Uma Ramakrishnan

CSIR-National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (CSIR-NEERI) celebrated the
National Science Day on 26th February 2026 in the NEERI Auditorium. Dr. Uma Ramakrishnan,
Molecular Ecologist & Professor, National Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS), Tata Institute
of Fundamental Research, Bangalore was the Chief Guest on this occasion. Dr. S. Venkata Mohan,
Director, CSIR-NEERI and Mr. Prakash Kumbhare, Scientist-F, CSIR-NEERI were also present
on this occasion.

While delivering the National Science Day Address, Dr. Ramakrishnan spoke about the
importance of understanding India’s biodiversity for the progress of science and human well-
being. She said that science is not only about curiosity but also about building a scientific culture
through inclusive and participatory efforts. She explained that ecology uses quantitative methods
to study endangered species and their interaction with humans. Clarifying basic concepts, she
noted that genetics deals with heredity, while genomics studies the complete genetic makeup of an
organism, giving deeper insights. Using tigers as an example, she described how genome studies
help understand inbreeding, genetic variation, and conservation needs in different tiger populations
across India.

Dr. Ramakrishnan highlighted the need for genetic rescue in isolated populations, careful selection
of source populations, and the use of modern tools such as DNA analysis from field samples to
monitor wildlife. She also emphasized the importance of evolutionary biology, population
genomics, and landscape features like the Palghat Gap in shaping species diversity. She also
mentioned her ongoing work on endangered species and new research initiatives in disease ecology
in Northeast India.

In his welcome address, Dr. S. Venkata Mohan, Director, CSIR-NEERI, highlighted the
significance of National Science Day and recalled the pioneering contributions of C. V. Raman to
Indian science, emphasizing how his discoveries remain relevant today in areas such as
environmental monitoring, space research, and medical science. He also acknowledged the recent
achievements and recognitions of Indian scientists across various fields of science and technology,
and outlined key initiatives of CSIR-NEERI in addressing environmental challenges and
promoting sustainable development.

Dr. Shalini Dhyani, Scientist-E, CSIR-NEERI conducted the proceedings and Shri Prakash
Kumbhare, Scientist-F proposed the vote of thanks.



Dr. Uma Ramakrishnan, Molecular Ecologist & Professor, National Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS), Tata
Institute of Fundamental Research, Bangalore delivering the National Science Day Address
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«Safafaerar fagrrge smud Hfasy JRiga” — ST, IHT IHFHWHE

T 3ATIIMR- SFUGIADT TR TR (HTHIMISR-ARY At 26 HFART 2026 st AR
GHIIET AP faq AToRT e, a1 Ui U UrgudT WU |, Sf 3HT IMHVUH,  HTUgw
UGaRUIRIG @ UTeATeT, AP Sitg fawe $g (TRidIe), 2 sReege 3 hemea R,
IS, IR BIT. T HRIHHAI 81 U9, dabe HigH, T, HTHITISNR-ART a4d i UHRI HUR,

ST o feHTean sareITd ST 3T IAPHWH i fasmrean wrdardt Sifor Jat Seamumardt
YRATe Safafaydr T 90 Hew R ba. I Fiffae &1 o Fae SeRgRd
e G, THIARTE SN0 TEHNTTHS TG ali-dh Sl gSquaTd WIeH 38, il W bl
DI TITIRURING (FPIIoN) & HHCU™d Folld 30T AT ArAITd IR ATGrT 1IN HRUIRITST
ATHD Ul dl ATUR HRd. TAYd Hh o1 WY HRAMT Ji=l T Bl SR Ul dRIaRu
3, TR ST Tl Tl oiared] Ul SafRe WRe-dm 31 SRET dl 31 qard
ATt UG HRcll. aTaTd IETERUT od il WY el B oAy 3N YRAldd fafqy araiean
Jedia 3fd:uci, 3afies fafgerar s TaeHr=ht e mRe THS Svar Aed gid.

S1. JHTIHH W i ThTdh! TS d-Ioild dlbaeAre] 3-dfRI%b §91d (Genetic Rescue) HRUTTH!
(Disease Ecology) g o A=Y= SuwAr Aifgd! faa.

3TIET WRTAWR HTSUITT ST, TH. Jde HigH, Hared, SehSeR--RT gt I8 a5 A 7@
YR o M1 R fAgTaie Y. &), I Ji=dn SPRTUY ARTEHT TRUI dd. it TIaR HR
faa 3t = AFIfe MY He<a 3Telel TafaRui fRterr, aidfvel e SfoT desia fage
RS &Fid S 3. ad, Il fafqy fogm 9 d39m aaiae YRAY ARa sfdidsia
PR T AT Iekg paT 30T TfaRuiy Mo Ut MYTITTST aod Yy fasmrren

ST Tnfert e, age-3, HeasmaeR-H ot erfear Tarem od, &R At Uer R, dxfe-
TP it THR Ye=H Ha.




